
1
6

W
H

IT
E

H
O

R
S

E
LE

A
D

E
R

F
eb

ru
ar

y
25

,
20

09

ED
:

PU
B:

W
H

V
D

A
TE:

2
5

/2
/0

9
PA

G
E:

1
6

C
O

LO
U

R:
C
M

Y
K

News

Twins Lockie (front) and Ben, who
were born deaf, received cochlear
implants (inset) last year and can now
hear. Pictures: MITCH BEAR N35WH402

Sound progress for twins
Hannah Donnellan

AS a new mum, it was heart-
wrenching for Vermont’s Naomi
Baulch to discover her twin
sons, Ben and Lockie, were deaf.

‘‘When the boys were born they
were put in special care and at
six weeks they had a routine
hearing screen and we found out
they had major hearing loss,’’ Ms
Baulch said.

‘‘It wasn’t until a few weeks
later we found out they were
both profoundly deaf.

‘‘As a mother, I was gutted. But

in an instant I knew things
would be OK.’’ Ms Baulch, a
teacher, said she had met chil-
dren who had cochlear implants
and knew the operation could be
performed on her sons.

‘‘It wasn’t easy getting the im-
plants; we went through an ex-
haustive number of hearing tests.
In the end it took over seven
months until we were told the
boys could have the operations
on both their ears,’’ she said.

Researcher at Royal Victorian
Eye and Ear Hospital Kellie
Michel said the number of young

children receiving cochlear
implants for both ears was on a
rise. ‘‘There is a greater aware-
ness in the community about the
technology that is available,’’ Ms
Michel said.

‘‘Children are now more likely
to get two implants at once in
order to improve their chance of
normal speech development.’’

Ben and Lockie, now 19
months, can hear and dis-
tinguish the voices of each other
and their loved ones.

‘‘They can hear mum now,’’ Ms
Baulch said. ‘‘It’s amazing to

watch them hear things for the
first time. Their little faces light
up when they hear even the
simplest of things.’’

Blackburn’s Taralye, an oral
language school, is teaching Ben
and Lockie to speak in weekly
two-hour speech therapy
sessions.

‘‘Taralye has been amazing,’’
Ms Baulch said.

‘‘I’m so happy my sons got the
opportunity to get implants; they
would have never spoken with-
out them so it’s just been amaz-
ing.’’

-ARTIN
�KNEW�THAT�ASBESTOS�WAS�DANGEROUS�
WHEN�ONE�OF�HIS�FORMER�WORKMATES�DIED�
OF�AN�ASBESTOS�RELATED�DISEASE�IN�THE�LATE�
����´S�7HEN�THEY�STARTED�THEIR�PLUMBING�
APPRENTICESHIPS�IN�THE�EARLY�����´S�THEY�
HAD�WORKED�TOGETHER�PULLING�LAGGING�
FROM�STEAM�PIPES�IN�FACTORIES�THROUGHOUT
-ELBOURNE��!T THAT TIME�THEY�WERE�NOT TOLD�
THAT�ASBESTOS�DUST�WAS�HAZARDOUS�AND�WERE�
NOT�PROVIDED�WITH�ANY�PROTECTIVE�MASKS�OR�
CLOTHING�

-ARTIN�SPENT�YEARS�WORRIED� THAT�LIKE�HIS�
MATE��HE�WOULD�BE�AFFECTED�BY�HIS�EXPOSURE�
TO�ASBESTOS��(IS�FEARS�WERE�HEIGHTENED�
WHEN�HE�NOTICED�A�NAGGING�CHEST�PAIN��!T
½RST�HE�THOUGHT�HE�HAD�JUST�STRAINED�A�
MUSCLE��BUT�WHEN�HE�DEVELOPED�SHORTNESS�
OF�BREATH�HE�VISITED�HIS�LOCAL�DOCTOR��(E�WAS�
SENT�FOR�X
RAYS�AND�REFERRED�TO�A�SPECIALIST�
(E�HAD�TESTS�PERFORMED�WHICH�CON½RMED�
THAT�HE�HAD�DEVELOPED�MESOTHELIOMA��AN�
AGGRESSIVE�CANCER�CAUSED�BY�ASBESTOS�
EXPOSURE�

!T THE�TIME�OF�HIS�DIAGNOSIS�-ARTIN�WAS����
YEARS�OLD�AND�WAS�EXPANDING�HIS�PLUMBING�
BUSINESS��(E�HAD�BEEN�LOOKING�FORWARD�TO�
AT�LEAST�ANOTHER�TEN�GOOD�YEARS�OF�WORK��(E�
WAS�½T�AND�ACTIVE�AND�STILL�PROUDLY�PLAYED�
FOOTY�AT THE�LOCAL�CLUB��(E�WAS�DEVASTATED�
BY�HIS�DIAGNOSIS�AND�WAS�TOO�HEART�BROKEN�
TO�TELL�HIS�WIFE�AND�KIDS�

-ARTIN�WANTED�SOMEONE�TO�TAKE�
RESPONSIBILITY�FOR�HIS�WORK
RELATED�ILLNESS�
AND�WAS�CONCERNED�THAT�HE�WOULD�NOT�BE�
ABLE�TO�BRING�A�CLAIM�BECAUSE�HIS�FORMER
EMPLOYER�HAD�LONG�SINCE�GONE�OUT�OF
BUSINESS�

(E�CONTACTED�
-AURICE�"LACKBURN�
AND�MET�WITH�
!NDREW�$IMSEY�
WHO�ADVISED�HIM�
THAT�IT�WOULD�BE�
POSSIBLE�TO�BRING�A�
CLAIM�AGAINST�HIS�
FORMER�EMPLOYER�
EVEN�THOUGH�
THE�COMPANY�
WAS�NO�LONGER�
AROUND��!NDREW�
EXPLAINED�THAT THE�
CLAIM�WOULD�BE�
STRAIGHT�FORWARD�

AS�THE�RISKS�OF�ASBESTOS�WERE�KNOWN�TO�
GOVERNMENT�AND�INDUSTRY�MANY�DECADES�
BEFORE�-ARTIN´S�UNPROTECTED�WORK�WITH�
ASBESTOS�

!FTER�DISCUSSING�IT�WITH�HIS�WIFE��-ARTIN�HAD�
NO�HESITATION�IN�BRINGING�A�CLAIM��!NDREW�
COMMENCED�A�CLAIM�ON�-ARTIN´S�BEHALF
AND�WITHIN�FOUR�MONTHS�IT�WAS�SETTLED�AT
A�SETTLEMENT�CONFERENCE��-ARTIN�RECEIVED�
COMPENSATION�IN�EXCESS�OF����������

.O�AMOUNT�OF�COMPENSATION�COULD�
DIMINISH�-ARTIN´S�ANGER�AT�BEING�EXPOSED�
TO�THE�DANGERS�OF�ASBESTOS��BUT�IT�DID�
GIVE�HIM�SOME�SATISFACTION�TO�KNOW�THAT
HIS�FORMER�EMPLOYER�WAS�FORCED�TO�TAKE�
RESPONSIBILITY�FOR�HIS�EXPOSURE�TO�ASBESTOS�
IN�THE�WORKPLACE�AND�HIS�SUBSEQUENT�INJURY�

!SBESTOS�EXPOSURE�CAN�RESULT�IN�CANCER�
OFTEN�YEARS�¯�EVEN�DECADES�¯�AFTER�THE�
ORIGINAL�CONTACT�WITH�THE�DEADLY�½BRES�
)F�YOU�HAVE�CONTRACTED�AN�ASBESTOS�
RELATED�DISEASE�YOU�MAY�BE�ELIGIBLE�FOR�
COMPENSATION��#ALL�!NDREW�$IMSEY AT
-AURICE�"LACKBURN��ON��������������FOR�A�
FREE�CONSULTATION�
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Asbestos 
victim recovers 
compensation  

from out  
of business  
employer

Andrew Dimsey, 
Principal,  
Maurice Blackburn
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CERT IV TRAINING 
AND ASSESSMENT – 

TAA40104
•  Convenient weekday sessions, 

commencing March 2009. Held in 
Box Hill.

•  Competitive low cost, concession 
available. Complete or part courses 
available. Full advice provided re 
upgrading to new qualifi cation.

1300 888 230
or email elleh@trainingfocus.com.au

Call Josie now..

9408 30029408 3002
Accurate Hearing Centre

Bellbird Consulting RoomBellbird Consulting Room
200 Canterbury Rd, Blackburn South200 Canterbury Rd, Blackburn South

 Having trouble hearing?

 TV too loud?

 Can’t hear in a crowd?

 Accredited with Work Cover Authority & TAC

  Accredited with the Offi ce of Hearing 
Services to provide FREE Hearing for 
pensioners and members of Veteran Affairs

LATEST DIGITAL TECHNOLOGY
Specialising In Hearing Loss And Hearing Aids
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FREE FREE 
HEARING HEARING 
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